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District 72 
 

It gives me pleasure to present my summary report for the role of President of Spinnaker Toastmasters for 

the 2020/2021 year. 

 

Who would have predicted that 2020/21 was to be the year it was, a year in which the world was to be 

placed in the hands of a global pandemic, the likes of which we had not seen since the 1918 Spanish flu. 

 

But Spinnaker Club has endured, we quickly adjusted to what become the new normal in many aspects of 

our lives to holding meetings online, which in many respects taught us all some new skills, as speaking to a 

computer with little feedback, is quite different to the input from a live audience. One might even say that 

this was a positive albeit enforced learning experience. 

 

In a year where Toastmasters locally, and in fact globally has seen a significant decline in membership with 

our district down some 17% in membership number and 14% of clubs closing, we, Spinnaker have fairly well 

held our own, with our number remaining static around 16. On balance, I feel that maintaining our close-knit 

membership has been very much a positive, again in the context of the year we faced, and the ongoing 

uncertainly we of course continue to face. 

 

I will detail the results of our contest winners, but I would certainly like to highlight the extremely strong 

contingent that Spinnaker was able to send to the Division this year, I am not aware that this has ever 

happened before, regardless, it was amazing that ‘little old Spinnaker’ has such an amazing representation at 

such a senior level. 

 

Education: 

 

As we are all aware, Toastmasters is an organisation founded to help people grow, in fact our motto is 

‘where leaders are made’, and it with that base that I very pleased to say that Spinnaker did an amazing job 

in 2020. Toastmasters is not an organisation whereby you can ‘judge’ growth, like you could for example in a 

running race, where it easy to see and of course measure change. Our change is often very hard to measure, 

but when you look back on how our members have improved, from not using as many ‘umms and aah’s to 

being able to construct a speech well, to simply having the confidence to stand up in front of people and 

deliver a speech, a confidence that they may not have had until joining our merry band, Spinnaker 

Toastmasters can hold its head high and proudly claim that we are delivering on our goals to assist and 

develop people, and I would certainly like to highlight the great job that Dave Cook did in 2020, from the 

advanced programme, his insight and clarity on Pathways, not everyone’s cup of tea for sure, but Dave put 

significant time and effort into being our go to person for this new system, and again, I thank him. The 

results are visible as I am sure you would all agree. 
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I would take this opportunity to encourage all of our members, experienced, and recent Spinnaker family 

members, to have a fresh look at Pathways, spend some time, even just half an hour, and look at what it 

promises for you, and I am sure that in a year’s time you will be impressed with your own growth and 

results. Remember the saying, If I only had started this a year ago, how much better I would be now. 

 

Website. 

 

We have seen the launch of the new Spinnaker Website, driven by Cathy and supported by Dale. To both a 

sincere Thank you. We have always been very lucky to have one of the best Toastmaster Club websites in 

New Zealand, if not beyond that, and our new one is even better, easier to manoeuvre around and access on 

handheld devices. 

We are very lucky to have the talent in our club to develop and maintain this site to its high standard. 

 

Online Meetings & Contests. 

 

As outlined, 2020/21 was a year nobody saw coming, but it did open our eyes to new ways of 

communicating for many, some of our club had not had experience with the web based meeting platforms, 

such as Zoom, Teams and Webex, so it was good to be able to add this skill to our repertoire. Online was also 

the standard for all of the contests above club level, and this brought some new skills also. It was surprising 

to have to discuss with contestants what colour clothes they would be wearing to highlight them as they 

competed. As a say, 2020 was a year of many new skills. 

 

Club Officer Training 

 

Spinnaker achieved ahead of our goal with 9 officers being trained. The goal was four officers trained twice, 

but we exceeded this objective. 

 

Contest Winners 2020 

 

It was great to see many people entering contests in 2020, some for the very first time, so congratulations to 

them and of course our winners, who were as below, with ALL Four winning at Area J1 level also. An amazing 

and potentially record achievement. 

 

Humorous   Albertus Viljoen 

Table Topics   Darrell Phillips 

Evaluation   Dave Cook 

International   Megan Kloppenburg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary  Nicholson 

President Spinnaker Toastmasters 2020 - 2021 
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Nominations for 2021/22 Committee 

 

President:   Dave Cook 

VP Education:   Katina Beauchamp 

VP Membership   Paul Briggs 

VP Public Relations  Johanna Lowe 

ASA    Darrell Phillips 

Secretary   Kathy Murphy 

Treasurer   Megan Kloppenburg 

 

 

Webmaster   Dale Hartle 
 


